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NATIVITY SCENE

4

K]“\""Y_ZIIS nativity scene was buile b}f Tomas Ki‘u\_"'zn._ a
local from Jindfichtiv Hradec, and is mentionned as
the largest mechanical nativity scene in the world in
the Guinness Book of Records since 1998, covering
around 6o m’ It is 17m large and 2m high. The
nativity scene, finished in the 1900s, took Tomas
Kryza over 6o years to make in total, and features
1398 figures of humans and animals made out of
wood and laminate materials, incfuding 133 movable
ones. Originu]]_\-‘. the ngrcs were moved with a
hand-crank, but now, it moves thanks to an electric
motor. The oldest part of the nativity scene
represents the bircth of Christ, while the rest of it
showcases duil}' life in Igth century Bohemia ;1]011g
with themes from the Bible, all in a scenery made out
of wood, flour. sawdust, gypsum and fish glue.
Nowadays, this nativity scene is exhibited in the
Jindfichuv Hradec museum, where it is the most
popular exposition, along with two other nativity
scenes made by Emanuela and Bohdan Steinocher
and some additional information about their
construction such as a larger version of the figures

used in the nativity scene.
Visitor's comments: "l 1‘{_‘1]“)' cnjmycd this scene, it felt

SO gr;md, uspcci;tl]\_f with the other two nativity

scenes right by its side! It is definitely the highlight

Br T

of the museum for a reason”.
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JINDRICHUV HRADEC

It is the chird ]argest cast.le/comp]ex in the Czech
Republic and in 1996 it was declared a national
historical monument. Now this complex consists of

Rondel

bandstand. the black tower and many other parts

the original castle, the chateau, the
that come together to form one magnificent
structure. At the bottom of the Black Tower, there is
the Black Kitchen. The story behind the name is very
simple: when they were using the kitchen, a lot of
smoke from the fires got stuck inside because of the

unused chimneys and the smoke made the cei]ing

black, hence the name Black Kitchen.

If you wish you can climb the tower and
from there you can see almost the whole
city. The Rondel

renaissance building, which was used to

bandstand is a

listen to music concerts. The exterior
walls are pink in color with small but very
visible jet carvings. The interior is
decorated with a lot of gold carvings and
details (and ves, it's real gold). From now
on, the Rondel Bandstand is only open for

tours.

Visitor's comments: "This castle was very
impressive, | found the place  very
beautitul and well kepc. | enjoycd visiting
the castle, the guide was very interesting
and he gave good explanations. For me,
the most interesting part of the visit was

the black kitchen and its story”

By Jeesrd
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This majestic monument firstly belonged to the Rosenberg
f‘amild\f and then it came to the Schw:u‘zc-:nbcrg lemild\-r (before. it
had bclnngcd to the Saint Roman Germanic emperor and to the

Eggenberg family).

The castle’s style is mostly Gothic, but we can see some Baroque
and Renaissance influences. This architectural puzzlc will amaze
you, you will have the sensation 0Fvisiting many castles at the
same time without leaving Cesky Krumlov. The most intriguing
room of this place is obviously the theatre which was built with

thC Op(‘]'ll. T}m Trococo 51’}'](‘ is \"CI'N\_:' L‘lif};‘l't‘ﬂt ﬁ'OlT] tht’ TEsL Of- tl’}L‘

castle.

It you are lucky enough vou can watch one of the
comedians, singers or musicians pcrform;mccs, it will be
an unforgetable moment. The most impressive thing
about this theatre are the machines. which are original.
From the windows of the castle you can watch the Vlatava
river which surrounds the city of Cesky Krumlov. The
guides (who are exellent b_\_-' the way) will tell you funny

anecdotes before inviting you to go down to visit the city.

Visitors's comments: "We loved this placc, we hopc you‘]l
once have the chance to visit this marvelous site! Because
the city is really beautiful, you can eat in nice restaurants
and buy souvenirs. We both also loved the view on the
river from the castle and, of course, the theatre which is

incredible”.

By Ve snd cogesfor
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After our visit to Ccsk_\’
Krumlov we travelled for just
over half an hour to reach our
next destination - Lipno Nad
Vltavou. We all got oft the bus,
excited to see what this place

hlld in store i'-Ol‘ LS.

We had to get tickets on the
way in which we used to go on
the ski lifts. We a

IOE OF s h‘dd never bL‘.CH on a

[ lined up. A

ski lift and so we were a little

unsure at I'! rst.

We were welcomed h}' the
workers who made sure we
arrived safely and then by our
tellow classmates. The pnth\\-’a_\‘
was 675 meters 1011g._ but you
wouldn’t know it. Every step
we took led to a new thing to

see. There were challenges set

l'llDl'lg thl\_‘ PLIL’IL [oo, as a \\"Ll_\' C?{"

keeping visitors entertained.
(=
We  could along the

\\-’Ohlﬂl\' St(_‘}_'!P]'I'IL’) stones or tl'lC
- (&

walk
loose tight rope.

There was even a net that vou

were allowed rto walk and

jump on to your heart’s
content, through which you
could see the foresc floor far

}J. ¢ 1 OW.,

As we arrived at the top, we
were blown away, not only by
the strong winds that hit us,
but also by the beauty of the
nature around us. It was an
incredible view. There was a
lake that stretched across the
grounds, through the trees
and the tiny \-'illagc of I.ipno
nad Vltavou. It is located in
the South Bohemia Region
and is 107 km from [indrichtv
IHradec. The whole l;md:;capc
is one big mass of steep hills.

Visitors's comments: "lt s
impossible to pur it into
words. it was sim pl_\'

l')l"Cii['ht;ll{iﬂ\T Lll"ld no \\"Ol'dﬁ

&
could do it justice. This was
one of our favourite places of
the trip and we would
definitely recommend going if
you are ever in the area. There
arc plenty of hotels and
restaurants there, too, which
can be useful when visiting
somewhere. Perhaps you will
be able to experience the
amazing ﬂ*cling of adventure

and freedom we did".

@jf#’}ﬁ/hhfﬁ/ﬂ/ M’Ué{ j(/ﬂ/f\’/?’]LWj/WOS/
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CHYNOV CAVE

Thl\ cave is 10(_‘1111’(1 nexe to Tlibol' 111"1(_1 thC l'lil[U.l'Ell

national monument of The Czech chub]'ic and the
biggest cave of South Bohemia. The Chynov is made
out of marble, unlike our caves that are made out of
limestone. This is because of the trupical sea which was
present 145 millions years ago. There are circular
structures on the ccilings which caprure our arrention.
These are due to the geological phenomenon of
alternation of light marble and dark zlmphilm]itc.
There are also different species of bats, the 5)-’1111101 of

Eh(‘.’ cave.

We can also see a devil stone, a dmgon’s head. a

- i . 5 ] !
mysterious lm)kmg witch’s heart and the Zizka's
shooting range, consisting of holes in the cciling that

l‘(‘.‘SL’Iﬂ}J]C [h(.‘lSL‘ IT]EIL{C bV c:mmmbaﬂ&

Vistors's comments: ”[f‘J\-'ou are clnustrophobic or scared
of hcights, we would not advise you to go there.
However, if you are not scared of stairs, it’s the best for
you. The site has a great giﬁ: shop and museum, 1‘(:11113-’

small burt nice".

By Pl od [z
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CASTIL.

Land;;tcjn Castle from the Igth century in the South Bohcmian 'rcgion. At that time it was the 'lul‘gcst

[T

klﬂd n ]_‘.LI'I‘OPC. ) h(‘ two lm‘gc towers dare CO"HHCC[Cd by d \V&H dCflI]]l]g thC UPPCT CE]SE]C ‘&Tld its

courtyvard. The main tower is the one with six tloors, it is the most p'rcscr\?cd one.

[)Lll‘il’lg our visit to ti’lC C&St]C WC WcIce 3.1')1(3 to visit ’le'ld \VE{”{ Hl'OLll’ld tl”l(_’ CHSE]C ruins on our own. It
Was very Eid.\-’iSEiblC o Clilﬂb Lo '[]'IC '[Op 0{" thC C()Lll"l:‘\_-’él'fd \VhC]‘C wce hﬂd d bCElU.ti{"Ll] view dCS'PitC EhC

ClOUd}-’ \MCHEhC'I".

The visit to the castle showed us how castles were built in the past in a culture and ways of life

difﬁl‘l‘(‘l]t ﬁ‘om France.

Visitors's comments: ”Duriﬂg our visit, whar was interesting was to visit the castle alone and

therefore to discover the 'histor\-f of the architecture of the time in autonomy. We also loved the view

W hdd {'LOTTI [hC 100[":0}) l)L%p]tL thL ldlﬂ\ \\rLd[hCl W Stl“ (_Il U\JC( h(_ \f]‘ﬂt

By offc sof o




CERAMICS

Czech ceramics is a form of Czech folk art that
dates back from several centuries. The Czech are
renowned for their cxpertise  in - ceramics,
c’spccia“}_’ their skills in producing high quality

I,)Ot.tt’l'ﬂ\-".

Traditional Czech ceramics are characterized by
colorful patterns and intricate decorative designs,
often inspired by nature or everyday life. The
most commonly used colors are cobalt blue,

bl’O\\"H, gl'(“.(‘.l'l 111]d }’Cl OW.

The city of‘Karlovy Vary in the Czech chub}ic is

particu]arfy known for its ceramic production.

Pott.cry made in Karlovy Vary is often decorated

Vv’i[h geomctric pat[erns, ﬂO\VCTS ‘Jlﬂd bil'ClS.

Modern Czech ceramics have evolved to include
more contemporary shaprzs and dc‘.signs, while
maintaming the traditional craft production

t.cchniquc.

Visitors's comments: "Today, Czech ceramics are
exported all over the world and have become a
symbol of Czech art and culture. It was 1‘eally
interesting, the handmade work was precise and
we were really glad to see the making of a

cultural heritage as this one".

By Geburssand T



Kamenice Nad Lipou

The beer has been produccd in Kamenice since the
XVth century. The beer pmduction was taken over b}f
nobilit.y at the bt‘.ginning of XVlIIth century and the
first brewery by the castle was founded. The brewery
survived both World Wars but closed on June 30, 1947.
Happily, the brewery was renewed in 2013. In 2016, the
first brewery was restored to its original appearance.
Nowadays, both a large brewery and a microbrewery
produce beer. Furthermore, the microbrewery also
serves as a restaurant and beer shop since 2017.

Visitors's comments: "It was 1‘cull}_-’ interesting, we
learnt a lot about the fabrication process of beer and
about the local ecconomy. The building was really

beautiful, in the st}’lc of the old architecture of the

Czech Republic."




Visitor's comments: "We appreciated this pl;u:e

because we discovered there the history of the
city and a new aspect of European medieval
histor}’. The city is nice we also enjoycd the

typical food"

On our third day in the Czech Repub]ic, we visited
the Hussite Museum and the undergrounds of the

city of Tabér.

Tabor founded in 1420 by the Hussites is a city in
the region of South Bohemia, its population is
around 33,000 and it is the second largest city in the
region. The Hussites were followers of the Czech
preacher Jan Hus, they will resist five crusades
(hussite revolution) during the 15th century. In the
museum there are ro halls in which one can find
information on the Hunnies, their chictrain burt also

on the history of the city n it - same.

The medieval cellars under the city of Tabor were
dug into the rock to a maximum depth of 16 meters.
The beginning of the construction of these cellars is
linked to the foundation of the city, buile like the
integral parts of the houses of the Middle Ages, they
were used to store food and drink but also had a
defensive role. Indeed, they were used as a shelter,
especial]y against fires. The cellars under the town
hall served as a prison. At the end of the 18th
century and the beginm’ng of the I9th century the

underground COlTidOI’S were damaged or ﬂOOdCd.

In 1968 the reconstruction of the underground city
began. Today this museum and these basements
constitute an important heritage for the Czech

population, which continue to preserve and make it

By Lo

known to other populations.
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When we got to the place, after having walked without secing anvthing
) 8

in the middle of these trees which seemed enormous to us, we saw at the
end of a large alley the chapel in the middle of the forest. The chapel is
very nice with its statues, after \'isiting the ch;lpcl we went down below
the latter to see the tombs of the former owners, we mean the
Schwarzenberg family. In the tomb, the atmosphere was even more
somber, dark and oppressive. There are 27 coffins in all and there is even

one child's coffin.

And from what we learnt from the guide, we know that the
Sch\\furxcnbcl‘g Fumi]}' was origi]mll}' from (301‘mzm‘\-\ thcy arrived in the

south of Bohemia in 1660. They were one of the most powerful families

in the country at that time. They were originally buried in the church of

Saint Gilles, but that church was full in 1847 so they built their own
tomh. The construction of a new final resting place of the
Schwarzenbergs was initiated in Ttebon by Princess Eleonora in 1874.
The tomb was built in neo-Gothic st_\-'lc, also called pscm‘lo—(?othic

because all Gothic buildings were built of ashlar, whereas this tomb was

made of white sandstone, plaster and marble by the sculpror Joset

Pokorny.

As we said earlier the tomb consists of two

parts: the chupc] and the Crypr. The remains of
27 members of the family have over the years
been plnccd in the tomb, including Princess
Eleonora, who died in 1873. The last burial

took place there in 1939.

Visitors's comments: "The L‘h;lpcl was 1'8;11]_\'
impressive, as soon as we got inside, we were
immediately plunged into a much darker
atmosphere that we even found a lictle
oppressive. Toa be surrounded by all those big

coffins, it was really a strange feeling”.

Byttegersod offfine



Holasovice is a town in the heart of the Czech
Republic, known since 1292, when it was first
mentioned in a book. In the middle of the 16th
century, the town was abandoned. 17 farms were
buile at that time and have not been altered in any
way to this da_\_’. 'Ibdﬂ_\_-'., the \"illagc consists of 1zo
bui[diﬂgs: the ;1t'1"nosphcrc of the \-"ill;!.gc is
rcprcscntutivc of its time, which is what you feel
when you walk thmugh it. Fin;]l]_\-', the \-‘iH;lgc is
also made up ofgrccnm'_\f with avenues of trees and

a square filled with grass, almost cxi]ing us from

any active life and t;lking us to a restful placc.

An opp&rﬁm@t&ﬂdowtanaﬁve

Visitors's comments: "I found the place very relaxing. Then, I liked the place where the stones were assembled

in scul-pturcs, it was 01‘iginal and we 1;1.ughcd about it with mv friends. The colors of the houses and the

buildings in general gave us a very diversitied frame and perfect to take good pictures. In the end, 1 think I

will remember this place and this trip for a long time".

By o Tl ond (ppice
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C/ZECH REPUBLIC

the

gl]Stl‘OﬂOﬂ"l\_-' D{: thC country @ many diSh@S are ﬂlﬂdt‘ O[:

In Czech Republic, we discovered the
cn.bbagc and potatoes. One of the famous spccialtics
of the Czech chublic is beer: thc_\j have many
delicious and varied beers. Thev also have surpl‘ising
alcohols such as egg ]iquor, which tastes like custard.
The Czechs have different habits from the French:
for cxamplc, thcy sometimes eat snlty food in the
morning and sweet food at noon or in the evening.
Thcy also eat very car]y in the evening, between 5

and 7 pm.

]’] 1].(.‘].

svickova, composcd of meat in sauce,

like
of

knedliky, their traditional bread, with whipped

We the chance to taste festive dishes

slices
cream and jam.

We also tasted the IHalusky, a tvpical dish made of
) YT
potato starch with a choice of side dishes such as

Cﬂbb:lgt‘.

In the t_\_’piC:ll snacks, we have fried meat like
chicken called "rizek"” and fried potato cakes called

"bramboraky".

Sl

In uddition, it's common that for your appetizer
you are served a soup called "bramboracka” made
of potatocs. mushrooms and meat and other

VCgC tﬂ.b]CS.

Czechs sometimes eat sweet meals (which is more
common for young children): "ovocne knedliky" a
raw pastry filled with jam is an cxump]c. Among
the desserts, there is a very good marbled cake

with powdcrcd sugar called "babovka".

Visitor's comments: "We simply want to remind
vou how rich this exchange has been in terms of
sharing and discovery, both human and of the

magnificent region that is South Bohemia.

We can only invite you to visit the Czech Republic
to discover its castles, its ;1t}-'piC:11 and very colorful
architecture, its lakes and forests, its heritage, its
but  also  its wclcoming

g:l stronomy very

inhabitants.

We would like to thank our teachers who made

this project possiblc, as well as the Czech students

By Gt (s

who welcomed us"
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Dear those who are reading this,
Please allour me to say a few words before this project is completely ove.
While leafing through this booklet, do the memaries come to mind ? They did for
me. Im honored to be a coordinator for this booklet, it's sad that our praject is
coming to an end, but I also remember the moments during owr stay. JThey were
great memories, and, they will always be vemembered. d think we all understand,
how Yich this exchange io, oo in this letter d just want to express my gratitude to
all of youw who have always worked havd and, supported thio project! From
and above alf thank yow for being you! Especially, I sincerely thank the two
teachers who gave ws the opportunity to work on this project, Miss JAEQUET
and Miss HAUILROGVA! No thanks will ever be enough for youwr inuoluement,
thank yow for everything! 7lo matter hour owr Cife tuens out in the futuwre d hope
yow witl always be happy and healthy! Euen i we don't see each other
anymore, I U always vemember yow! Please take care of
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